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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  of  Seaham  for 
the  year  1961. 

From  perusal  of  the  vital  statistics  perhaps  the  most  signficant 
figure  is  that  of  population,  which  in  this  census  year  has  shown  a 
decline  of  750  people.  Bearing  in  mind  the  relatively  high  birth 
rate  and  low  death  rate  which  ought  to  ensure  a  rise  in  population 
it  would  appear  that  there  must  have  been  a  considerable  exodus 
from  the  district  probably  in  the  younger  age  groups. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  shows  an  unwelcome  increase  to  35.05 
per  1,000  live  births,  a  figure  considerably  above  the  average  for  the 
past  few  years.  This  rise  is  almost  entirely  due  to  an  increase  in 
neo-natal  and  peri-natal  deaths  both  of  which  exceed  last  year’s 
figures.  Two  deaths  attributable  to  pregnancy,  child  birth  and 
abortion  occured  during  the  year,  the  first  maternal  deaths  since 
1959. 

A  further  welcome  decline  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  is  reported  and  the  figure  now  well  below  that  of  England 
and  Wales  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Council’s  enlightened  housing 
policy  in  giving  priority  to  the  re-housing  of  infectious  cases. 

Other  infectious  and  contagious  diseases  have  not  been  the 
cause  of  great  concern,  although  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
country,  there  was  a  major  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  spring  and 
autumn  of  the  year.  In  this  area  the  disease  was  not  severe  in 
character  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Poliomyelitis  was  again  absent 
from  the  town. 

From  the  1st  April  certain  alterations  have  occurred  in  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Services,  resulting  in  the 
Number  8  area  consisting  of  Easington  and  Seaham  being  dissolved 
and  Seaham  being  attached  to  the  Number  5  area  of  the  County 
Council.  From  that  date  therefore  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
no  longer  acts  as  “Assistant  County  Medical  Officer”. 

Since  my  last  report  slum  clearance  has  continued  in  Marl¬ 
borough  Street  and  Lord  Street;  with  the  possible  exception  of  the 
south  side  of  Marlborough  Street  and  other  small  isolated  areas, 
these  areas  should  complete  the  slum  clearance  programme. 
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The  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  continued  to  ensure  a  high 
standard  of  hygiene  in  the  town,  but  satisfactory  methylene  blue 
tests  for  cleanliness  are  still  not  being  obtained  from  certain  of 
the  local  ice  cream  manufacturers. 

Finally,  may  I  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  to  the  Health  Department  Staff  and  the  Council’s  officials 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  W.  A.  RODGERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  ■ —  2,469. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population,  mid-  1961 — 
25,660. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1961)  according  to  Rate  Books 
7,920. 

Rateable  Value  —  £206,248. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  —  £803-1  Os. -7d. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1961 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

.  467 

236 

231 

Illegitimate  . . . 

.  18 

11 

7 

Total . 

485 

247 

238 

Birth  Rates — 

Legitimate  ... 

18.20  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 

Illegitimate  ... 

0.70 

99 

99 

Total 

18.90 

99 

99 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

.  17 

12 

5 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Total . 

.  ...  17 

12 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  —  33.86  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

DEATHS 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

270  162  108 

Death  Rate — 

10.52  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population. 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 


Deaths. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  2 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Rate  (per  1,000 
live  and  still  births) 

3.98 


Total.  Male.  Female. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  17  11  6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate — 35.05  per  1,000  live  births. 
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NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  month  ...  14  9  5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate — 28.86  per  1,000  live  births. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS. 


Age. 

Sex 

Cause. 

10  Mins. 

F. 

Atelectasis. 

1  hour 

F. 

Prematurity. 

1  hour 

M. 

Extreme  prematurity. 

1  hour 

M. 

Multiple  congenital  abnormalities. 

4  hours 

M. 

Prematurity. 

5  hours 

M. 

Prematurity. 

15  hours 

F. 

Prematurity. 

15  hours 

F. 

Prematurity.  Hyaline  membrane. 

16  hours 

M. 

Hyaline  membrane  (lungs).  Prematurity. 

I  day 

F. 

Hyaline  membrane.  Prematurity. 

2  days 

M. 

Pneumonia.  Prolonged  rupture  of  membranes. 

2  days 

M. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage. 

3  days 

M. 

Prematurity. 

5  days 

M. 

Broncho  pneumonia. 

2  months 

F. 

Infantile  marasmus.  Congenital  heart  disease. 

2  months 

M. 

Gastro  enteritis. 

5  months 

M. 

Acute  broncho  pneumonia. 

Mortality  of  Legitimate  Infants  —  36.40  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births. 


Mortality  of  Illegitimate  Infants  —  Nil  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births. 

DEATHS  FROM  THE  COMMON  INFECTIOUS  FEVERS 


Death  from  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

„  Whooping  Cough  ...  .  ...  ...  0 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 

The  causes  of  the  greatest  mortality  during  1961  were  : 
Cardio-vascular  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Accidental  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Pneumonia  ...  .  ...  .  ...  10 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG. 


Age  (years). 


Male.  Female. 


15-24  0 

25-34  0 

35-44  0 

45-54  1 

55-64  5 

65-74  5 

75  and  over  ...  ...  ...  2 


TOTALS  .  13 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 
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CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  CASE  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION  OF  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1961 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1942-1961 

(The  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  are  shown  corrected  by  the 
Registrar  General’s  comparability  factors  of  0.99  and  1.37 
respectively  for  1961). _ 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1961 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes 

162 

108 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  . 

_ 

_ 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— — 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

— 

- - 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

5 

5 

„  „  lung,  bronchus 

13 

— 

„  „  breast  . 

— 

2 

„  „  uterus 

— 

5 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

9 

4 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

24 

11 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

28 

29 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

6 

4 

Other  heart  disease . 

13 

12 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

4 

Influenza 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

3 

Bronchitis 

14 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

1 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

— 

3 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

13 

14 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

4 

1 

All  other  accidents . 

6 

2 

Suicide  . 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

— 

— 
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Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1961 

(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Numbers 
originally 
notified. 
Total  (all  ages) 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

24 

4 

571 

3 

Under  1  yr. 

— 

— 

28 

- 

1-2  years 

— 

1 

X 

57 

— 

2-3  years 

— 

1 

87 

— 

3-4  years 

4 

— 

99 

— 

4-5  years 

3 

— 

71 

— 

5-9  years 

16 

1 

225 

— 

10-14  years 

1 

1 

2 

- , 

15-24  years 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

25  and  over 

- - 

— 

. 

__ _ 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Total  (°11  as^s) 

24 

4  ! 

571 

— 

Numbers 

originally 
notified. 
Total  (aU  °zes) 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Malaria 

14 

1 

13 

1 

Under  5  yrs. 

1 

— 

3 

1 

5-14  years 

— 

— 

9 

— 

15-44  years 

6 

— 

1 

— 

45-64  years 

4 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Total  (aliases) 

14 

1 

13 

1 

Note — The  malaria  case,  which  occurred  in  a  small  child,  had  been 
contracted  abroad. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Seaham  during  1961  : — 


Age  Periods 

NEW 

CASES 

TOTAL 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonar 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-5  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10- 15  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

20-25  „  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  „  ... 

—  • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45  „  ... 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45-55  „  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  „  ... 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

6 

2 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  &  TETANUS 

IMMUNISATION 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  Tetanus  in 
Seaham  during  1961. 

DIPHTHERIA  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Under 

1 

1961 

1  to  4 
1957-60 

5  to  14 
1947-56 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

67 

94 

34 

195 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

6 

75 

81 

WHOOPING  COUGH  (Either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Under 

1 

1961 

1  to  4 
1957-60 

5  to  14 
1947-56 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

67 

85 

9 

161 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

1 

5 

6 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 

(Figures  are  for  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  only) 


Under 

1 

1961 

1  to  4 
1957-60 

5  to  14 
1947-56 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

1 

172 

35 

208 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

— 

11 

11 

15 


TETANUS  (Figures  are  for  last  two  quarters  of  the  year  only) 
Given  with  Diphtheria  or  Diphtheria/ Whooping  Cough 


Under 

1 

1961 

1  to  4 
1957-60 

5-14 

1947-56 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisations 

60 

76 

17 

153 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— 

1 

5 

6 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  in  the  District  during  1961 
and  a  table  is  given  below  showing  the  number  and  ages  of  children 
vaccinated  during  the  year. 


Under 

1 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

15  or 

1  over 

Total 

Vaccinated . 

123 

' 

6 

3 

6 

15 

153 

Re-vaccinated 

2 

1 

22 

25 

Note — Smallpox  :  Notifications  are  normally  only  in  respect  of 
vaccinations  to  children  under  the  age  of  1  year. 


B.CoG.  VACCINATION — School  Scheme,  1961 

There  were  no  B.C.G.  vaccinations  under  the  School  Scheme 
during  1961,  as  the  sessions  were  deferred  until  January,  1962. 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION,  1961 


No.  vaccinated  with  2 

No.  vaccinated  with  3 

No.  vaccinated  with  4 

injections 

injections 

injections 

1,380 

1,069 

519 
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ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING 


1.  Local  Authority:  Seaham  Urban  District  Council.  Year:  1961 


2.  (a)  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  as  returned 

to  Reg.  General : — 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter.  TOTAL. 

Nil.  Nil.  1  12  13 


(b)  Cases  Otherwise  Ascertained. 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter. 

Nil.  Nil.  Nil. 


4th  Quarter.  TOTAL. 

Nil.  Nil. 


(c)  Symptomless  Excreters. 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter. 

Nil.  Nil. 


3rd  Quarter. 

Nil. 


4th  Quarter.  TOTAL. 

Nil.  Nil. 


(d)  Fatal  Cases. 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter. 

Nil.  Nil. 


% 


3rd  Quarter. 

Nil. 


4th  Quarter.  TOTAL. 

Nil.  Nil. 


3.  Particulars  of  Outbreaks. 


No.  of  c 

>utbreaks 

No.  ol 

cases 

Total  No. 
of  cases 

Agent 

Family 

outbreaks 

Other 

outbreaks 

Notified 

Otherwise 

ascertained 

Agent  identified  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  (type 

to  be  stated) 

(b)  Salmonella  (type  to  be 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

stated) : 

Tvphimurium  . 

Four 

Nil 

Ten 

Nil 

Ten 

(c)  Staphylococci 

(including  toxin)  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(e)  Cl.  welchii 

(0  Other  bacteria  (to  be 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

named) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals  .  . 

Four 

Nil 

Ten 

Ni) 

Ten 

Agent  not  identified 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Single  Cases 


AGENT 

No.  o 

:  cases 

Total  No. 
of  cases 

Notified 

Otherwise 

ascertained 

Agent  identified  : 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons 

(type  to  be  stated) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Salmonella 

(type  to  be  stated)  Newport 

One 

Nil. 

One 

Typhimurium  . 

Two 

Nil 

Two 

(c)  Staphylococci 

(including  toxin)  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(e)  Cl.  welchii 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(f)  Other  bacteria 

(to  be  named) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Totals 

Three 

Nil 

Three 

Agent  not  identified  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

5.  Salmonella  Infections,  not  food-borne. 


Salmonella 

(type) 

Outbreaks 

No.  of  cases 

Single  cases 

Total  No.  of  cases 
(outbreaks  and 
single  cases) 

Family 

Other 

(outbreaks) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Totals 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  SEAHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Report  a  list  is  given  showing  the 
Officers  connected  with  the  Health  Services  in  the  District. 


2.  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47. 

No  cases  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  were  dealt 
with  under  the  provisions  of  this  section  during  the  year. 


X  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Havelock  Hospital,  Sunderland, 
provides  facilities  for  the  examination  of  pathological  specimens 
and  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  food  samples.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  liaison  exists  with  the  Director  and  Staff  of  the  Laboratory 
and  results  for  samples  submitted  are  obtained  very  quickly. 


4.  Other  Health  Services. 

The  following  Health  Services  are  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  as  the  responsible  Local  Health  Authority  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

Ambulance. 

Home  Nursing. 

Vaccination. 

Immunisation  against 
Diphtheria. 

Prevention  of  Illness, 
care  and  after-care. 

Mental  Health  Services. 

The  School  Medical  Service  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Council.  Almost  all  the  relevant  sections  of  Part  III  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act  are  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 

Food  and  Drugs  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and  work  under 
the  direction  of,  the  County  Council. 

Schemes  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  are  entirely  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


Domestic  Helps. 

Health  Visitors. 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity. 
Welfare  of  the  Aged  (partly). 
Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Welfare  of  other  handicapped 
persons. 


19 


Veterinary  Inspectors  are  appointed  by,  and  work  under  the 
direction  of,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  They 
are  responsible  for  carrying  out  routine  examination  of  the  dairy 
herds  throughout  the  County  in  order  to  maintain  and  raise  the 
standard  of  health  of  the  cows. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  is  also  respon¬ 
sible  through  its  County  officials  for  the  supervision  of  byres  and 
dairy  premises. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. 

The  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  is  the  sta¬ 
tutory  authority  which  provides  a  piped  water  supply  to  all  premi¬ 
ses  in  the  Urban  area.  This  water,  although  hard,  is  satisfactory 
in  both  quality  and  quantity.  All  dwelling  houses  in  the  area  are 
supplied  direct  from  public  water  mains,  but  there  are  some  seventy 
houses,  in  multiple  occupation,  in  which  a  standpipe  in  the  yard 
is  used  in  common  by  all  occupants. 

The  water  is  sampled  by  the  Company  at  frequent  and  regu¬ 
lar  intervals  for  both  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination. 
Two  samples,  taken  during  the  year  by  the  Health  Department 
staff  were  satisfactory. 


Public  Swimming  Baths. 

Facilities  in  the  Urban  area  for  swimming  are  confined  to  two 
clubs,  the  first  being  the  Seaham  Harbour  Swimming  Club,  which 
uses  part  of  the  Docks  known  as  the  Basin;  and  the  second  being 
at  Dawdon  Colliery.  The  latter  is  privately  owned. 


Riparian  Health  Authority. 

The  trade  from  the  port  is  chiefly  of  coal  exports  to  other  ports 
on  the  east  and  south  coasts.  No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  and  no  complaints  concerning  conditions  aboard  ships 
were  received  during  the  year. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  two  main  streams  in  the  area  which  appear  to  be  in 
a  satisfactory  condition.  There  were  no  complaints  during  the  year. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL,  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND 
STREET  CLEANSING 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information  on  the  above  matters  which  are  under  his  control. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

No  treatment  is  carried  out  to  the  sewage  which,  after  collection, 
is  discharged  direct  to  the  sea  from  three  main  outfalls. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  using  specially  con¬ 
structed  vehicles.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  sites  leased 
to  the  Council.  During  the  year,  13,092  tons  of  house  and  trade 
refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of,  together  with  124  tons, 
13  cwts.,  2  qrs.  of  waste  paper;  13  tons,  0  cwts.,  2  qrs.  of  newsprint; 
13  tons,  12  cwts.,  2  qrs.  of  fibreboard;  and  12  tons,  19  cwts.,  2  qrs. 
of  scrap  metal. 


Street  Cleansing. 

By  arrangement  with  Durham  County  Council,  gullies  on  the 
County  roads  are  cleansed  by  the  staff  of  Seaham  Urban  District 
Council.  During  the  year,  9,491  gullies  were  emptied  on  U.D.C. 
highways  and  3,875  on  D.C.C.  highways. 

A  mechanical  roadsweeper  is  used  for  the  cleansing  of  roads 
and  streets. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

during  the  year  1961 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

No.  of 
Informal 

Notices 

served 

No.  of 
Statutory 

Notices 

served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing: 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts 

533 

17 

8 

13 

Overcrowding 

- - 

— » 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
Insufficient 

Defective 

26 

7 

5 

5 

Drainage 

18 

2 

1 

2 

Water  Supply 

9 

3 

3 

Food  Premises  ... 

237 

5 

1 

Shops  Act  . 

145 

___ 

Dairies 

_ 

_____ 

Slaughterhouses: 

Public 

Private 

10 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

. 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

- 

Factories  &  Workplaces 

59 

3 

_____ 

1 

Keeping  of  Animals 

— 

____ 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 
Receptacles 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Offensive  accumulations 

« - 

Smoke  Nuisances 

3 

Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  1949  ... 

821 

Dustbins  . 

30 

9 

2 

11 

TOTAL 

1,895 

47 

20 

34 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  ...  ...  — 

Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  ...  ...  _ 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District  . 9,517 

„  ash-closets  in  District  ...  ...  ...  _ 

„  ashpit-privies  in  District  .  9 
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Disinfestation  and  Disinfection. 

Cockroach  infestations  form  the  major  part  of  the  work  under 
this  heading.  Council  houses  being  infested  to  a  greater  extent  than 
private  houses.  During  the  year,  143  complaints  were  received,  110 
being  from  Council  houses  and  33  from  private  houses.  In  May 
a  new  kind  of  insecticide,  in  the  form  of  a  lacquer,  was  introduced 
for  the  destruction  of  cockroaches.  This  lacquer  leaves  a  film  which 
remains  destructive  to  cockroaches  for  over  a  year.  Twenty-five 
houses  have  been  treated  in  this  manner  during  the  year  and  in 
no  case  has  a  complaint  been  made  subsequent  to  treatment. 

In  addition  to  this  work,  infestations  of  bed-bugs  and  fleas 
showed  a  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year,  with  six  houses 
being  treated  for  bed-bugs  and  eight  for  fleas. 

As  the  year  was  free  from  infectious  disease  in  epidemic  form, 
only  nine  houses  were  disinfected  following  infectious  disease  or  at 
the  request  of  the  occupier. 


Rodent  Control. 

Surface  infestations.  The  number  of  complaints  received  of  sur¬ 
face  infestations  of  both  rats  and  mice  was  209,  and  821  inspections 
and  reinspections  were  made.  The  complaint  figures  show  a  de¬ 
crease  of  66  from  those  of  1960,  but  the  inspections  and  reinspec¬ 
tions  show  an  increase  of  210. 

Sewer  Maintenance  Treatments.  Two  treatments  of  the  Council’s 
sewers  were  carried  out  at  six-monthly  intervals  during  the  year. 
A  total  number  of  119  manholes  were  baited  and  results  showed 
poison  takes  in  23.  Test  baiting  was  also  carried  out  in  58  manholes, 
in  which  bait  takes  showed  in  only  8. 

Factories. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
concerning  conditions  in  factories  for  which  the  Council  is  res¬ 
ponsible.  The  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1961  was  58, 
there  being  48  powered  factories,  5  non-powered  factories  and  5 
factories  on  sites  of  building  operations.  Three  informal  notices 
served  during  the  year  had  not  been  satisfactorily  complied  with. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Atmospheric  conditions  in  the  Urban  District  still  continue  to 
be  unsatisfactory  by  reason  of  the  smoke  emitted  from  the  engines 
of  the  Seaham  Harbour  Dock  Company  and  those  on  the  colliery 
railways.  The  diesel  engine  used  by  the  Dock  Company  in  the 
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Railway  Street  sidings  has  brought  about  some  improvement  in  the 
atmospheric  conditions  in  that  area  but,  possibly  due  to  financial 
considerations,  the  Company  has  not  been  able  to  add  to  its 
number. 

Pollution  from  private  houses  remained  unchanged,  because 
of  the  failure  to  find  a  satisfactory  solution  to  the  problem  of  con¬ 
cessionary  coal. 

Cinemas  and  Halls. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  cinemas  and  halls  in  the  Urban  District. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

166  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of 
ensuring  that  the  health  and  welfare  provisions  of  the  Act  were 
being  observed.  No  notices  were  required  to  be  served. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

There  is  only  one  licensed  pet  shop  in  the  Urban  District  and 
this  is  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Housing  and  Slum  Clearance. 

The  steady  progress  made  in  house  building  in  previous  years 
slowed  down  considerably  during  1961,  a  total  of  70  houses  being 
erected,  comprising  66  Council  houses  and  4  private  houses. 

In  February,  a  local  public  enquiry  was  held  into  the  Marl¬ 
borough  Street  (North  Side)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order.  The 
Order  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Minister,  but  9  of  the 
47  houses  in  the  area  were  excluded  as  fit  for  human  habitation. 
The  Lord  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  also  dealt  with 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  This  area  comprised  some  11 
properties  and  the  Order  was  subsequently  confirmed  without  any 
modification. 

Progress  in  the  repair  of  houses  under  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Acts  was  generally  well  maintained.  35  informal  notices 
and  5  statutory  notices  were  complied  with  by  owners  or  agents 
and  3  statutory  notices  were  complied  with  by  the  Council,  carrying 
out  the  work  in  default. 
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THE  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  MEAT 

AND  OTHER  FOODS 


(i)  Meat  Inspection. 

During  the  year,  100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered 
within  the  Urban  District  was  carried  out,  in  the  course  of  which 
283  visits  were  made  to  the  four  licensed  slaughterhouses.  The 
total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  1,684  and  the  month  by 
month  record  is  as  follows  : — 


MONTH 

Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

January 

30 

— 

217 

5 

252 

February 

25 

— 

191 

6 

222 

March 

18 

— 

— 

160 

6 

184 

April  . 

21 

— 

— 

159 

3 

183 

May  . 

32 

— 

— 

214 

2 

248 

June 

22 

— 

— 

179 

— 

201 

July  . 

11 

— 

— 

60 

— 

71 

August  . 

11 

— 

1 

56 

— 

68 

September 

9 

— 

— 

57 

— 

66 

October 

10 

— 

1 

66 

8 

85 

November 

6 

— 

— 

41 

7 

54 

December  . 

9 

— 

— 

21 

20 

50 

TOTALS  . 

204 

— 

2 

1,421 

57 

1,684 

The  quality  of  the  meat  handled  by  retailers  from  the  slaughter¬ 
houses  within  the  area  was  of  a  high  standard. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  17  of  1955, 
details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  are  given  below, 
together  with  the  carcases,  part  carcases  and  organs  condemned  : 
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APPENDIX 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

exclud-  Cows 
ing  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ,.. 

204 

— 

I 

2 

1,421 

57 

— 

Number  inspected 

204 

— 

2 

1,421 

57 

— 

AH  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

1 

8 

1 

r 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

24 

— 

— 

32 

1 

1 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

11.7 

0.5 

2.8 

1.8 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned... 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

0.4  i 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned  ... 

1 

~  1  ~ 

— 

-I 

— 

— 
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Carcases,  Part  Carcases  and  Organs  Condemned. 

Beast  Heads  and  Tongues  (Tuberculosis)  .  1 

Beast  Heads  and  Tongues  (Actinobacillosis)  .  1 

Beast  Lungs  (Actinobacillosis)  .  1 

Beast  Livers  (Actinobacillosis)  .  1 

Beast  Livers  (Fascioliasis)  .  1 

Beast  Livers  (Part) — (Fascioliasis)  .  13 

Beast  Livers  (Abscesses)  .  4 

Beast  Livers  (Cirrhosis)  .  1 

Beast  Lungs  (Pleurisy)  .  2 

Beast  Skirts  (Abscesses)  .  1 

Beast  Hindquarters  (Part) — (Bruising)  .  1 

Beast  Hindquarters  (Part) — (Bone-Taint)  .  1 

Beast  Brisket  (Traumatism)  .  1 

Calf  Carcase  and  Organs  (Immaturity)  .  1 

Sheep  Carcase  and  Organs  (Emaciation)  .  1 

Sheep  Carcase  and  Organs  (Bruising)  .  1 

Sheep  Carcase  and  Organs  (Tumours)  .  1 

Sheep  Carcase  and  Organs  (Pyaemia)  .  1 

Sheep  Carcase  and  Organs  (Pyrexia)  . . .  2 

Sheep  Carcase  and  Organs  (Fever)  .  1 

Sheep  Carcase  and  Organs  (Bone  Taint  &  Putrefaction)  .  1 

Sheep  Livers  (Fascioliasis)  .  11 

Sheep  Livers  (Fatty  degeneration)  .  6 

Sheep  Livers  (Cirrhosis)  .  3 

Sheep  Livers  (Hydatid  Cysts)  .  2 

Sheep  Livers  (Parasitic)  .  7 

Sheep  Lungs  (Pneumonia)  .  1 

Sheep  Lungs  (Hydatid  Cysts)  .  2 

Sheep  Heart  (Pericarditis)  . 1 

Sheep  Loin  and  Lap  (Abscesses)  .  1 

Sheep  Fores  (Part) — (Bone  Taint  and  Putrefaction)  .  3 

Mutton  Fillet  (Contamination)  .  1 

Pig  Livers  (Necrosis)  .  1 

(ii)  Milk. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960  consolidated 
and  repealed  the  earlier  milk  regulations  of  1949  to  1954.  Under 
the  new  regulations  the  issue  of  dealers’  licences  is  vested  in  Food 
and  Drug  Authorities,  i.e.,  in  the  case  of  Seaham,  the  Durham 
County  Council.  As  a  result  of  these  changes,  the  Seaham  U.D.C. 
no  longer  has  any  control  over  the  issue  of  milk  licences. 

(iii)  (a)  Ice-Cream — Premises. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream, 
under  the  provisions  of  section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
showed  an  increase  from  twenty-eight  in  1960  to  thirty-two  in  1961. 
One  manufacturer  ceased  to  operate  as  such,  but  obtained  his  sup¬ 
plies  for  retail  sale  from  another  manufacturer  in  the  district. 
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Another  manufacturer  was  interviewed  by  the  Health  Committee 
to  show  cause  why  his  registration  should  not  be  cancelled.  He 
undertook  to  cease  to  manufacture  ice-cream;  to  obtain  supplies 
elsewhere;  and  to  bring  his  premises  to  a  satisfactory  state  of  re¬ 
pair  and  cleanliness.  No  further  action  was  taken. 


(b)  Ice-Cream — Sampling. 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  samples  of  ice-cream  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  the  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test.  The  reports  were  as  follows  — 

No.  of  Samples  Provisional  Grading 

108  1 

20  2 

17  3 

4  4 


These  results  are  of  greater  interest  when  compared  with  those 
for  ice-cream  which  is  manufactured  by  country-wide  companies 
and  is  retailed  in  pre-packed  containers. 


Provisional  Grade 
12  3  4 


Locally  produced  ice-cream- — 

Manufacturer  No.  3  .............. 

.......  39 

7 

6 

9 

53  99  ^  . 

.  33 

3 

4 

— 

3 

33  •  9  3  ^  . 

.......  6 

6 

6 

3 

Soft  ice-cream  retailer  . 

. .  17 

4 

1 

1 

National  Products  . . . 

.......  13 

— 

108 

20 

17 

4 

(iv)  Cafes-,  Canteens  and  School  Kitchens. 

Catering  facilities  available  to  the  public  remained  virtually 
unchanged  during  the  year.  They  comprise  one  combined  cafe  and 
snack  bar  and  one  cafe.  One  ice-cream  retailer,  who  also  provided 
light  refreshments,  closed  down,  but  two  others  continue  to  operate. 
Canteen  facilities  are  available  at  the  three  collieries  and  three 
schools. 


(v)  Fish  and  Chip  Shops. 

Two  fish  and  chip  shops  closed  down  during  the  year,  under 
slum  clearance  schemes,  one  in  South  Terrace  and  the  other  in 
Mawston’s  Buildings.  Ten  shops  are  now  operating  in  the  area, 
together  with  one  shop  which,  with  the  street  traders,  retails  wet 
fish. 


(vi)  Food  and  Drags  Act,  1955. 

No  complaints  received  during  the  year,  concerning  food,  related 
to  unsoundness  and  no  formal  procedure  for  seizing  unfit  food  was 
necessary. 

Voluntary  Surrender  of  Unfit  Food. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered 
and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 
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Apricots,  3  tins. 

Beans,  9  tins. 

Beans  &  Sausage,  1  tin. 
Blackberries,  1  tin. 
Carrots,  2  tins. 

Chicken,  1  tin. 
Chopped  Ham,  3  tins. 
Chopped  Pork,  18  tins. 
Chopped  Pork  & 
Tongue,  2  tins. 
Cooked  Ham,  6  tins 
Corned  Beef,  12  tins. 
Crab,  26  tins. 

Cream,  1  tin. 


Fruit  Salad,  2  tins. 
Grapefruit,  4  tins. 
Luncheon  Meat,  14  tins. 
Meat  Pudding,  2  tins. 
Milk,  18  tins. 

Minced  Beef,  1  tin. 
Minced  Pork,  1  tin. 
Mutton,  1  tin. 

Oranges,  5  tins. 
Peaches,  6  tins. 

Peas,  45  tins. 

Pease  Pudding,  1  tin. 
Pears,  20  tins. 


Pineapple,  16  tins. 
Plums,  6  tins. 

Rice,  14  tins. 

Salmon,  8  tins. 
Sardines,  1  tin. 

Soup,  1  tin. 

Steak,  6  tins. 

Steak  &  Kidney,  3  tins. 
Tomatoes,  81  tins. 
Tomato  Juice,  1  tin. 
Tongue,  1  tin. 

Veal,  3  tins. 
Vegetables,  1  tin. 


Food  Not  of  the  Nature,  etc.,  (Sec.  2). 

Bottle  of  orange  drink  containing  dirt.  The  firm  concerned 
stated  that  this  was  probably  from  a  dirty  bottle  which,  despite 
every  care,  had  evaded  detection.  Summary  proceedings  were  taken, 
the  firm  pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £25  and  costs. 


List  of  Registered  Premises  (Sec.  16). 


Butchers  .  14 

Pork  Butchers  .  1 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers  .  3 

Ice-Cream  Retailers  .  29 
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Eight  new  applications  for  registration  of  premises  were  re¬ 
ceived  and  granted. 

(vii)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

Food  Premises — Types  and  Numbers  of  Businesses  : 


General  Dealers  . .  77 

Butchers  .  16 

Pork  Butchers  .  1 

Bakers  .  11 

Confectioners  .  15 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  .  11 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  10 

Wet  Fish  Shops  .  1 

Canteens — Industrial  .  5 

School  Meals  Kitchens .  2 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  .  4 


153 


Number  of  visits  to  food  premises  was  221. 

Trading  from  mobile  shops,  chiefly  on  housing  estates,  gives 
cause  for  concern,  due  to  the  lower  standard  of  hygiene  which  the 
Regulations  allow,  compared  with  those  which  can  be  required 
on  fixed  premises. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 
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TOTAL.. 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year. 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


